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In its scope, it occupies an intermediate position between such works as are
primarily concerned with parasitology and the outstanding text-book by Dr.
Strong on "Diagnosis, Prevention, and Treatment of Tropical Diseases"
which covers so completely and thoroughly not only "tropical medicine" in
its narrower sense, but also so many of the contributing sciences as well. The
content of Dr. Bercovitz's volume is well balanced among 11 major sections,
presenting the diarrheal diseases, those caused by protozoa, spirochetes and
spirilla, rickettsiae, viruses, bacteria, fungi, and helminths, as well as sections
on nutritional diseases, tropical snakes and poisonous insects, and finally one
concerned with tropical hygiene. The illustrations are excellent. Many
have been reproduced from the best sources available, such as Dobell's series
of intestinal protozoa. Wenyon's colored plates on malaria have unfortu-
nately suffered some in the process of reproduction, while a plate by Dr.
Balfour, for which special acknowledgment is made in the preface, failed
to be discovered in the text after diligent search. "Clinical Tropical Medi-
cine" will certainly take its place with the leading text-books in this field.
-M. TAGER.
ON THE INFLUENCE OF TRADES, PROFESSIONS, AND OCCUPA-
TIONS IN THE UNITED STATES, IN THE PRODUCTION OF DISEASE.
By Benjamin W. McCready. The Johns Hopkins Press, Balti-
more, 1943. 129 pp. $1.75.
This is volume IV of the Bibliotheca Medica ,mericana as published from
the Institute of the History of Medicine. For this dissertation McCready,
in 1837, received a prize offered by the New York State Medical Society.
The text received no wide distribution, and is here made available in the
very agreeable form which characterizes this series of monographs.
McCready's study of occupational diseases in America represents the first
comprehensive attempt to evaluate, somewhat after the fashion of Ramazzini's
De morbis artificum, the conditions underlying those diseases commonly asso-
ciated with specific occupations. But he went somewhat beyond this and he
brought into consideration social and economic factors which were surely
contributory. Some of his conclusions, quite naturally, seem somewhat out-
moded, but perhaps after all there is something to be said for his concept of
the deleterious effect of alcohol and the beneficent effect of red flannel.
-GEO. H. SMITH.
INTRACRANIAL ARTERIAL ANEURYSMS. By Walter E. Dandy.
Comstock Publishing Company, Inc., Ithaca, New York, 1944.
viii + 147 pp. $2.50.
The author presents a monograph on the accumulated data from a series
of 108 patients with intracranial aneurysms; multiple aneurysms were found762 YALE JOURNAL OF BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE
in 15 per cent of these cases. The internal carotid artery was the site of
the aneurysm in 35.4 per cent of the patients, while the remainder were
almost equally divided between (1) the anterior cerebral and anterior com-
municating arteries, (2) the middle cerebral, and (3) the basilar and verte-
bral arteries. The aneurysms are classified into three categories; mycotic, 6;
arteriosclerotic, 22; and the remainder, congenital. The aneurysms had
ruptured in 64 cases; in 44 no bleeding had occurred. Over 50 per cent
of the patients with a ruptured aneurysm died within 48 hours. More than
one hemorrhage was recorded in 40 per cent of the cases.
One chapter is devoted to a detailed description of the embryology and
anatomy of the circle of Willis. Aids in diagnosis and localization are
discussed fully.
The author states that an absolute prerequisite to any form of treatment
of an intracranial aneurysm involving the internal carotid or its branches is
knowledge of the potential collateral circulation. He states, "If temporary
occlusion of the internal carotid in the neck cannot be tolerated for ten
minutes, an attack upon any type of aneurysm would be hazardous and
probably fatal." The "trapping" of a carotid aneurysm is accomplished by
ligature (fascial band) in the neck and clipping the neck of the aneurysmal
sac intracranially. This double procedure was done for 10 aneurysms located
in the carotid canal and 16 aneurysms on the intracranial portion of the
carotid with 18 "cured." Partial or total occlusion of the internal carotid
artery in the neck was done in 61 cases, and clipping intracranially was done
in 27 cases. Immediate and late circulatory disturbances occurred in 6;
there were 4 deaths. The author ascribes these excellent results to the
utilization of the Matas test and partial ligation of the carotid when this is
indicated. Circulatory disturbances after carotid ligation are explained on the
basis of inadequate collateral circulation or a propagating thrombus or an
embolus. In the opinion of the author, thrombus formation may result from
damage to the intima and he suggests that a double fascial band be interposed
between the wall of the carotid and the ligature. The importance of guard-
ing against injuries to the posterior communicating artery in handling an
intracranial carotid aneurysm is stressed. BERNARD S. BRODY.
VIRUS DISEASES IN MAN ANIMAL AND PLANT. By Gustav
Seiffert. (Translation by Marion Lee Taylor.) Philosophical
Library, Inc., New York, 1944. ix + 332 pp. $5.
It is unfortunate that Seiffert's treatise, though now outdated (no refer-
ence material later than 1938 is included), should have received such treat-
ment. The present text should be restricted in its distribution to those pos-
sessing the broadest interpretive genius and the most extensive understanding
of those sciences which bear on virus studies. Under no circumstance should